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advancing at his own rate, by means of his own individual
efforts. Many years before this movement began, the disciples
of Froebel had, in their relatively expensive kindergartens,
demonstrated the advantages of small classes, and had joined
in the protest against the large classes and the mass instruction
to be found in the English elementary schools. But it remained
for the Montessorians to advocate and to practise—with what
chance of ultimate success is another matter—the abolition of
the class, small or large, as a teaching unit. When they were
accused of tolerating large classes, their reply was that, although
there might be many children in the room, there was no
"class," but just a collection of individuals; no class teaching,
and for that matter no teaching at all, the person in charge
being axpressly called a directress and not a teacher.
The Dalton The influence of the Montessorians upon the
plan teaching of the younger children is paralleled by
the influence of what is known as the Dalton plan
upon the teaching of older pupils. In principle this plan has
the same aim—the elimination of class instruction, and the
cultivation of individual effort and individual responsibility.
A certain amount of work is prescribed in each subject for a
defined period, say a month, the individual pupil being left to
get the work done in his own way, provided he gets it done.
The teacher becomes an adviser, and the form-room becomes
a subject-laboratory. The responsibility for getting the work
done is removed from the teacher's shoulders, and placed upon
those of the pupil. The pupils are still grouped in forms for
convenience in general organization. The objectors to the
system say that it throws too much responsibility upon the
pupil, and that it presupposes a degree of perfection in text-
books which does not exist. What one mostly finds in actual
practice is that a portion of the day is assigned to individual
work, and the rest to lessons of the usual type.

